
 

What to Expect this Summer 

Dear VINS Nature Camp Families, 

Thank you for choosing VINS Nature Camp.  I am excited to welcome your child to camp with 

us this summer.  These past several months have been challenging for us all.  As you know, 

VINS Nature Camp has announced many changes to our camp policies in response to the 

guidelines issued for summer programs from both the state of Vermont and New Hampshire in 

order to provide a safe camp environment this summer. 

At VINS Nature Camp, camper health and safety is our first priority.  We know you have lots 

of questions about what camp will look like this summer.  This document is designed to provide 

you with the necessary information to help you stay informed about changes we will be 

implementing.  As you and your camper(s) prepare for camp with us, please do not hesitate to 

contact me with any questions.   

We look forward to sharing the wonders of the natural world with your child.  

Warmly, 

 

Sarah Strew, Lead Nature Camp 

 

VINS Nature Camp will be staggering camper drop-off times to accommodate a lengthier 

check-in process this summer.  Please plan to arrive at VINS Nature Camp during the 

designated drop-off time for your camper’s age group (see drop-off times below).  If you have 

children in multiple age groups, you may drop them off at the same time. 

Drop-off & Pick-up 



Drop-off Times:  8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.  

Fledglings (children entering grades 1-3)  

 

   8:45 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

Peeps (children ages 4-5) 

   Falcons (children entering grades 4-6) 

   Eagles (children entering grades 6-8) 

VINS Nature Camp asks that you anticipate that dropping your camper off in the morning will 
take longer than usual and that you remain patient with us during this process. 

 

Traffic Flow at Drop-off: 

When you arrive at your VINS Nature Camp location, remain in your vehicle with your 

camper(s).  At VINS Nature Center in Quechee, VT, signs will direct you into our drop-off 

lane.  You will proceed in your vehicle to our check-in tent.  At Storrs Pond Recreation Area in 

Hanover, NH, you will park in the Area 5 parking lot and a VINS Nature Camp staff member 

will come to you at your vehicle. 

Once your camper(s) successfully completes our health screening they may get out of the 

vehicle and will be met by a VINS Nature Camp staff member.  At that time, if you need to 

assist your camper(s) with the application of sunscreen/insect repellant, or help them gather 

their belongings, you will be shown where to park to do so.   

VINS Nature Camp staff will have your camper(s) put their face covering on when they exit 

your vehicle. 

Your camper(s) will then be shown to our hand sanitizing station to wash their hands prior to 

entering our camp facility and then walked by VINS Nature Camp staff to their meet the rest of 

their camp group.  In order to protect the health and safety of all our camp participants, 

parents/guardians will not be entering our camp facility. 

 

One Driver, One Camper: 

If possible, the same individual should drop-off and pick-up your camper(s) every day.  As per 

Vermont Health Department and New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services 

guidelines, it is recommended that older individuals such as grandparents or individuals with 

serious underlying medical conditions should not pick-up a camper, because they are more at 

risk for serious illness.   

 



 

Pick-up Times: 

VINS Nature Camp pick-up time will be extended this summer to accommodate a lengthier 

pick-up process. 

Pick-up for all full-day campers will run from 4:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  All full-day campers must 

be picked up by 4:30 p.m.  There will be no extended day program offered this summer. 

Pick-up for all half-day campers (Peeps) will still occur at 12:00 p.m. 

VINS Nature Camp asks that you anticipate that picking up your camper up in the afternoon 

will take longer than usual and that you remain patient with us during this process. 

 

Traffic Flow at Pick-up: 

When you arrive to pick your camper(s) up please follow same traffic pattern as for drop-off.  

You will remain in your vehicle, while VINS Nature Camp staff check your I.D. and verify you 

are on the Authorized Pick-Up list.  Your camper will then be brought to your vehicle. 

Please be aware, camp pick-up time is during regular business hours at both our camp locations.  

There will be vehicle traffic coming and going in both the visitor parking lot at VINS Nature 

Center and in the main parking lot and Area 5 access road at Storrs Pond Recreation Area.  

Drive slowly. 

 

VINS Nature Camp will be conducting health screenings, including taking temperatures, of all 

campers, daily.  The health screening will take place while you remain in your vehicle.  Anyone 

who has had close contact with someone with COVID-19, who shows symptoms of COVID-19 

including cough, high temperature, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, chills, repeated 

shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell or registers 

a fever above 100.4 degrees will be sent home.   

Additionally, if your camper or anyone in your household had symptoms, was tested for 

COVID-19 and is now waiting on test results, your camper may not participate in camp until 

you have received those results. 

If your camper is sent home, VINS Nature Camp will contact you to discuss the parameters 

under which a camper can return to camp.  VINS Nature Camp will be unable to issue a full or 

partial refund for any missed camp days. 

 

Health Screening 



Groups 

VINS Nature Camp has reduced all our camp group sizes to a maximum of 10 campers.  Our 

camp groups will be their own individual entities and will not be mixing with other groups for 

combined activities.  Each camp group will have their designated area at our camp locations. 

 

Face Coverings & Handwashing 

All camp participants must wear face coverings while at camp. Exceptions will be made only for 

children who have a medical reason for not wearing a mask.  There will be times when face 

coverings may be removed when activities demand it, such as while eating or swimming/water 

play, or when staff are able to ensure sufficient physical distancing between campers. 

For more information about face coverings, review the CDC’s guidance on face coverings.  

There are many styles and types of face coverings out there.  VINS Nature Camp recommends 

you find a style that your child is most comfortable wearing and be sure to have multiple face 

coverings for your child so that you can properly wash them between wearings.   

All VINS Nature Camp participants will engage in healthy hand hygiene during the camp day.  

This will include staff monitoring handwashing before and after trips to the restroom and 

before and after campers eat.  All VINS Nature Camp staff will also have a supply of hand 

sanitizer for use when there is no access to a sink for handwashing, such as while on a trail. 

 

Whenever possible, VINS Nature Camp is stocking enough supplies so each camper will have 

their own designated supplies and equipment for the week or at least for the duration of an 

activity.   

For example: 

 At the start of each week, campers will be given a bag of markers, crayons, a pair of 

scissors and glue stick for them to use all week long.   

 In our archery camps, each camper will receive a designated bow and set of arrows for 

their use throughout the week.   

 If a camp group goes insect hunting, each camper will be given an individual net to use 

during that activity period. 

During the Day 

Supplies and Cleaning Protocols 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html


All equipment used during a camp activity will be sanitized by camp staff before being put away.  

All supplies designated for use by one camper for the duration of the camp will be sanitized at 

the end of the week before being readied for the next week. 

At the end of each day, camp staff will clean their camp areas following VINS’ COVID-19 

cleaning schedule and protocols.  Restrooms at our camp locations will be cleaned first thing in 

the morning and at mid-day, following cleaning and sanitizing guidelines from the CDC. 

  

If your camper develops any of the symptoms listed above in the Health Screening section while 

at camp, you will be notified to come pick them up immediately.  They will be removed from 

the group and remain separate from other camp participants until they are picked up.   

If your camper is sent home, VINS Nature Camp will contact you to discuss the parameters 

under which a camper can return to camp.  VINS Nature Camp will be unable to issue a full or 

partial refund for any missed camp days. 

 

It is not recommended that children at high-risk for health complications related to COVID-19 

due to underlying health conditions attend child care or summer programs at this time.   

VINS Nature Camp, at the recommendation of the Vermont Health Department, New 

Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services and American Camp Association, 

encourages families of campers with underlying health conditions to communicate with and 

coordinate decision making around the child’s participation in camp with the family health care 

provider. 

VINS Nature Camp is committed to open and transparent communication with our camp 

families.  At the same time, we must balance the need to protect the privacy of every camp 

participant.   

If COVID-19 is confirmed in a camp participant, a general camp announcement will be sent to 

all families who had children in attendance at the same time as the infected individual.  

Additionally, VINS Nature Camp will coordinate with the contact tracing team at Vermont 

Department of Health or New Hampshire Department of Human Services and follow their 

recommendations regarding communicating with close contacts of that individual. 

Sick Camper 

 

Campers at Higher-Risk 

 

Communication 

 



As we commit to keeping you informed this summer, we ask that you do the same.  Please 

contact VINS Nature Camp if: 

 Your child develops any symptoms of COVID-19 during their camp session 

 Your child has shown symptoms of COVID-19 during the 14 days prior to 

attending camp 

 Your child develops any symptoms of COVID-19 within 14 days after attending 

camp 

During this unprecedented time, VINS Nature Camp has revised our cancellation policies.  
Please be aware of our new policies outlined below.  

 If requested at least one week before the first day of your camp session, you will receive 

a full refund. 

 If requested less than one week before the first day of your camp session, there will be 
no refund. 

 VINS will not provide refunds if a child misses one or more days of camp due to 

dismissal, illness, unexpected family obligations, or any other unforeseen factor including 

if they develop symptoms of COVID-19 prior to or during their camp session. 

As the COVID-19 situation evolves, VINS Nature Camp will be monitoring conditions and 

will cancel camp programs if it is deemed unsafe to operate.  In the event that a camp is 

cancelled due to COVID-19, VINS will refund the entire camp fee. 

 

Cancellation Policies 


